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I hope you all had an enjoyable summer break. Already Year 6 has settled in well and
started the new academic year very positively.
English this year will be split into three distinct areas: grammar, composition and spelling.
Grammar will look closely at the basic structures of sentences beginning with subjects and
verb phrases. We will then look at how these elements can be modified using adjectives,
adverbs and prepositions. Once this is established we will look more closely at different
types of verbs and the effects they can have on the focus of the sentence. As this steps
into term two, we will be well placed to not only examine more complex sentence
structures, but more importantly how to stay in control using punctuation more accurately.
Composition work will start on a much broader scale looking at the overall structure
using ‘Point, Evidence, Explain’ as a mechanism to explore more formal writing styles.
This will lead us into planning which will become far more detailed and therefore more
meaningful. From here we will be able to develop flow within the work by improving the
way paragraphs are expanded and connected together.
Alongside this, there will be plenty of opportunities for ‘free writing’ which is a low stakes
opportunity to develop writing stamina and to practice targets more consistently.
Spellings need to be developed more thoroughly. To this end we will initially revisit the
curriculum spellings from Years 3 and 4 to identify gaps and rules which need to be
worked further. This will quickly form a list of words which will be specific to each child and
will form an integral part of their weekly homework. We will step quickly towards the Year 6
expectations and so there will be a large amount of parallel learning. These words focus
very heavily on the application of previous spelling rules rather than introducing lots of new
ones, hence the importance of the initial look back.
Maths will be divided into three elements: mental maths, number fluency and problem
solving
Mental maths will rely heavily on the application of times tables and the effective
application of a deep knowledge of place value. We have already done a lot of work in
class to identify tables knowledge that needs to be developed and have looked at some
techniques such as the ‘triangle method’ which are an excellent way to deepen established
tables facts. Alongside this we will look closely at addition, subtraction, multiplication and
division calculations and explore techniques to calculate mentally with increasingly large
numbers more accurately.
Number fluency will ensure that established and new concepts can be calculated with an
increasing emphasis on accuracy. While accepting that we all learn from mistakes, we will
quickly draw a distinction between errors made due to a lack of care and focus and those
that show that the work is close to the boundaries of ability ensuring that time spent in
class correcting work is focussed on learning.
Problem solving is the way in which the mathematical fluency is applied effectively to a
range of situations. This is something we will be looking into in great depth using a range
of questioning strategies. The first is to ‘use what you know’. This is the method by which
information is extracted from a word problem and set out using mathematical formulae,
reducing words to numbers if you like. From here we set this information against the
question and begin to ask the key questions, ‘What is it? and ‘What is it not? What could it

be? and ‘What can’t it be?’. The next step is to try to represent this information using a
drawing which will ultimately become a more refined and effective diagram such as a barmodel. This will allow us to establish a strategy that could then be applied to the question
leading to the first opportunity to solve the problem. From here the potential solution is
seen as just that, a potential solution. This will be questioned and tested by asking the
question, ‘Can you prove it?’
Our first topic in science is the human body. We will take a close look at the circulation
system to understand its various components and how they interact before using this
knowledge to explain the principles behind a healthy life style.
In ICT this year will we will use several APPs which enable us to create e-books. The first
one is a planning tool that ties in well with the work we are doing in English while the
second allows text and illustrations to mixed together to create a very professional looking
finish.
The history topic this year will be WW1 although we will begin too touch on some elements
of WWII. In it, we will study life in the trenches, the rapid development of technology and
transport, and how the war transformed British society. This provides a great opportunity to
look at some artists from the time, particularly focussing on Paul Nash alongside others
such as Nevinson and Bomberg.
In RE we will be looking at harvest, particularly how a failed harvest can be caused by
many disasters which in turn can add to the initial problems. We will also take stock of the
situation in Choko, our long established school charity, and reflect on their situation in
some detail.
PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health & Citizenship Education). Lessons will be developing
speaking and listening skills through discussion, reflection and appreciation of other
people’s point of view. On Wednesday 29th November, we will be visiting Henley
Accident and Emergency unit as part of IMPs (Injury Minimisation Programme) - an
excellent opportunity for the children to learn or refresh life-saving skills.
PE will take place on Tuesday during PPA and on Thursday afternoon. For as long as the
weather holds we will go outside so please ensure that the children have suitable clothing.
Please note we have a PE morning at Wallingford School on Wednesday 4th October
for which a letter is being sent out. If you need another copy, please ask.

Expectations:
The work outlined above is both detailed and difficult and as such requires high levels of
focus and application. It is for these reasons that my expectations of conduct in class are
very high. This message will be unrelenting throughout the year which is something some
may find initially quite hard to acclimatise to. However, I strongly maintain that to achieve
what we must this year the class has to be focused and increasingly independent at all
times.

Homework:
I will send homework out on a Friday to be completed by the following Friday. However, I
would stress at this early stage that if homework is left to the last minute and completed in
a hurry, any potential benefits are largely negated. Instead, I will encourage an ongoing
system whereby children come to see me regularly throughout the week to give me
updates on their progress and seek help whenever they need it. This is far more beneficial
to me as a teacher and the child as an independent learner.
I am a realist. For some families homework will cause problems. When it does, please
contact me as soon as possible and I’ll help any way I can. In a similar vein, some families
are willing and able to cope with more quantities of homework than others. Please stay in
contact with me and I will make adjustments accordingly.

Reading: The value of regular reading in the primary years cannot be stressed enough
and although it can be very hard to find the time, we really would encourage you to make
every effort to do so where possible. It doesn’t have to be a story book, any reading is
good reading as long as the quality of the text is high.
If you are unable to sit with your child while they read, asking questions afterwards is an
excellent practice. Reading with the intent to respond is a different skill to reading for
pleasure alone and needs plenty of time to develop. I have some key questions
available for you to use at home if that would be of interest. Please just ask me for a
copy at any time.
Ultimately, the children will be issued with school planner diaries to help them to organise
themselves throughout the year. Please use these books to write any comments in if
you wish, especially if your child is unable to complete any work for whatever
reason or has encountered problems. Homework is not expected to be onerous or too
time consuming. Please remember it is the effort that is important.
The Isle of Wight residential trip has been booked for Monday 16th July which is the
last full week of term. Details will be issued shortly.
If I haven’t met you already, I look forward to speaking to you very soon about how your
child has settled into their final year at primary school. For others, welcome back.

Mr Andy Silvester

