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Bonfire Night and other things…
Thinking outside of the box…
Thank you to all of the parents who joined us for our Harvest Assembly on
Zoom last week. It was wonderful to see so many of you join us. It was by
far the most well-attended assembly we have ever done! This will become
something we do more regularly – so the next event we would like to invite
you to is our Bonfire Night assembly on Friday November 6th. A Zoom
invite will be sent during the first week back after half term.
Also, please keep an eye out next week for an invitation to the first who
RSVP to a ‘socially distanced’ school event for our first week back.
Wellbeing is often about having things to look forward to, so lots of events
being planned up until Christmas. Keep an eye out!

Virtual Tours and Open Mornings….
We are very excited to be opening up school in a more ‘virtual’ way after
half term. On Monday November 2nd at 11:00 we are inviting all new
parents – families who have joined our school during lockdown and any
current reception families who haven’t been able to experience our school
as ‘normal’, to join us for a virtual tour. I am extending this invitation to all
of our families as well – if you’d just like to see our school currently, join us
at 11:00 for our virtual tour of the classrooms. Then on Tuesday November
3rd, we are having our first virtual tour for all new prospective parents as
well as an open morning of our reception classroom on Saturday morning
November 7th, by appointment only. If you know any interested families
wanting to join Crowmarsh, please let them know of these dates.

Wellbeing
Wellbeing is central to everything we do at Crowmarsh. Staff have been
participating in Action for Happiness’ ‘Optimistic October’ – Why doesn’t
your family join in ‘New Ways November’? – the calendar is attached.

Also attached to this newsletter are a set of
Relax Kids ’21 Days’ activities. Try them out
as a family to focus on the positive and to be
‘in the moment’.

Assemblies

We have been looking at the theme
of bravery. We will continue this
theme as we return in November.
Share stories of bravery with your
children over the half term and talk
about what bravery looks like in
life but also in our learning.

THANK YOU!
A huge thank you to everyone for
what has been an exhausting but
truly amazing first term back at
school. Your children have been
fantastic and shown what capable
Purple Learners they are.
Thank you to all of our parents who
have been so supportive of what
we have achieved.
And a massive thank you to our
team at Crowmarsh – you are what
helps make the magic happen. You
have worked tirelessly this term
for our children.
I hope everyone has a welldeserved rest this week – ready for
what should be an exciting term
coming up!

Class Spotlights
Class 2 Spotlight……
Class 2 have had a busy term but they have settled back
into school life brilliantly. Having spent a lot of time
talking about what it takes to be a purple learner, the
children are starting to show greater independence in
their learning which is great to see.
We have been learning about our local area in
Geography, finding out about our village and where it is
in the world. On our walk around the village we
discovered some buildings which we hadn’t even
realised were there and learned about how some of the
buildings in the village were used for different purposes
in the past.
In our topic work we started off by learning about
London before moving on to learning about events in
London’s past – the Plague and the Great Fire of London.
The children have been really fascinated by the Fire of
London and have been trying to imagine what it might
have been like to living in London at the time, using the
sources that are available (including Samuel Pepys diary
and paintings).
The children are doing really with their reading so we’ve
started to challenge them more by asking them to apply
their reading skills independently as well as when
reading to others. The skills we have been working on
include: answering literal and inference questions about
what they have been reading; finding synonyms; using
punctuation to help with expression and using a range
of strategies for decoding words.
We hope all the children (and their families) have a
lovely rest over half term and we look forward to seeing
our fabulous Year 2 purple learners refreshed and ready
to go when we return!

Mrs Lucas
Hello, I’m Mrs Lucas. I’ve been teaching for 17 years, 14
of which have been here at Crowmarsh. Having started
in KS2, I then moved to KS1
about 8 years ago after
returning from my second
maternity leave and I have
been job-sharing with Mrs
Marsh ever since - I think we
make a pretty good team! A
few years ago I did the
NASENCO training and took
on the role of SENCO at
school and more recently still I became Assistant Head.
I enjoy having a range of roles in school because it allows
me to work closely with children, staff and parents
across all year groups, not just within the class that I
teach. In school, my purposes include making the
classroom a positive and challenging environment that
the children enjoy returning to each day, and working
collaboratively with our amazing team of staff to ensure
all children are given the inspiration, skills and
experiences needed to become the best learners that
they can be.
I live in Wallingford with my husband and two children.
We enjoy going for walks in the countryside and meeting
up with family and friends. At home I enjoy cooking,
teaching myself to play the piano (badly!) and, since
lockdown, I’ve also been using an app to learn French!
My favourite book (since studying it many years ago at
college) is Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte but,
having taught for so many years and having children of
my own, I also read a lot of children’s books

Mrs Marsh
Hello, I am Mrs Marsh. I started my teaching career at
Crowmarsh 18 years ago, so it’s safe to say that I
absolutely love teaching here! I have taught in year 4,
year 1 and year 2 and, whilst all the year groups are
equally lovely to teach,
there’s definitely
something special about
Year 2. It’s wonderful
watching them progress
and develop, as they get
ready for their move to
Key Stage 2 at the end of
the year. I think my
purpose is to instil a love
of learning in the
children and to help each
child to reach their
potential. I really enjoy
seeing the small steps
that the children make in
their learning each and
every day and those
moments when they
master something that
they didn’t think they’d be able to.
I am mum to a 12 year old boy and an 8 year old girl.
When I’m not working I enjoy spending time with my
family, going for walks and bike rides and exploring the
great outdoors. I also love going camping with friends
and family and going out kayaking on the river (although
I’m hopeless at it!)
I absolutely love reading and have read so many books.
Recently I have read The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah,
which I really enjoyed, and I am currently reading The
Miracle on Ebenezer Street to my 8 year old daughter,
which is a beautifully descriptive Christmas tale.

Miss Wagner
Hello! I am Miss Wagner and have been lucky enough
to work at Crowmarsh
for around 5 years now,
starting in Year 1 and
then moving into Year
2.
Being able to be a part
of the children’s journey
through class 2,
supporting them to
grow with their learning
and be their best selves
makes my days at Crowmarsh very rewarding!
Outside of school I am a mummy to two little ones
and two crazy dogs so we spend a lot of time
exploring the great outdoors!
When I do get a minute to myself I like to paint and
have found a new love for water colours.
A favourite book in our house at the moment is ‘ the
book with no pictures’ by B.J.Navok - because life
needs to be a bit silly!
As Governors we work closely with the school’s
senior leadership and have three key responsibilities.
1. Ensure clarity of ethos, vision and strategic
direction of the school.
2. Hold the Headteacher and her senior
leadership team accountable for the
educational performance of the school and
it’s pupils and for the performance
management of the staff.
3. Overseeing the school’s finances and making
sure the money is well spent.
We are always happy to hear from parents, you can
contact us through the school office, via the school’s
website or in person around the school.

Governor Spotlight
MEET OUR NEW CHAIR OF GOVERNORS
I have been a Parent Governor for the
past three years, since my son Olly
started at Crowmarsh School in 2017.
This year I will be chairing the
Governing body which is an exciting
new challenge for me. We have a
brilliant group of thirteen Governors,
a mix of parents, members of the
local community and staff, who all
volunteer their time, skills and breadth of experience to
support the school.

About me - having walked away from corporate life
several years ago, I now run two small businesses. So
outside school life I can be found helping people with
anxieties and addictions through hypnotherapy or
looking after people’s dogs!! Many of you will
recognise my dog Buzz, who is a regular at the school
gate!

Class 3 Spotlight……
We are loving being back in school with your children
after the uncertainty of the last few months and are really
pleased with how the children have all settled in. They
seem to be enjoying being back together and have got
used to our routines really quickly. We are already very
proud of them 
This term we have been learning about the Geography of
our local area and finding out about how the roads have
changed in Crowmarsh and why. The children enjoyed our
walk down Watery Lane and finding the old cats eyes and
road markings at the top of Old Reading Road. They
worked hard to create a map of the route we walked back
in the classroom and loved bringing it to life by creating a
collage with different materials and textures. Last week
we were able to use the computers to look at our local
area on a map and identify various locations/landmarks
like the River Thames, the green spaces around us,
Churches, farms, shops our school and even our own
homes.
In English we have been using a lovely book called
‘Journey’ to inspire the children in their writing, where a
little girl finds a magical red crayon and whatever she
draws with it comes to life. She draws a door which
becomes real and walks through. The children produced
some fantastic scene descriptions about what might be on
the other side of the door and have also written a story
about the girl on her adventure. This week, after seeing a
picture of the girl on a red magic carpet flying over
Wallingford, they are writing newspaper reports about
this.
We are reading ‘The Finger Eater’ in our guided reading
sessions and are working hard on both our reading
fluency skills and also being about to answer ‘there it is’
questions. We have started to look at a few inference
questions too, using the clues in the book to answer.
In Maths we started the term learning about place value in
3 digit numbers and used dienes and counters to make
and draw different numbers and ensure we really
understood what each number is worth and how numbers
change when we add ones, tens and hundreds. We have
looked at how to apply what we know to solve problems
too and will keep revisiting this throughout the year. We
are currently learning about addition and particular
column addition, again with lots of practical activities and
drawing out our dienes and counters to help us.
In Science we have been looking at identifying what
humans need to eat to obtain the right amount of
nutrition to stay healthy. We have also been looking at
identifying that humans and some other animals have

skeletons and muscles for support, protection and
movement.
In Art we used
watercolours to
create a picture
linked to our
English topic, the
children painted
what they
decided would be
through the door.
We have also
created abstract
zentangle
patterns. We
looked at what
Christian
Baptism is in RE and religious symbols under the
key question of ‘Does taking bread and wine show
that someone is a Christian?’

Mrs Hodgkinson
I am Catherine Hodgkinson, and this is the start of my
sixth year at Crowmarsh, and my third year in Class 3,
which I love. Before moving to Oxfordshire, I started my
teaching career in Bristol, working
full time before I had my children. I
have two children, Amelie aged 9
and Noah aged 6 and last week we
got our new puppy, Bruno - so on
the days that I am not in school, I
am currently spending my time
watching him like a hawk! Outside
of school (and puppy training), I
love spending time with my family
and friends, who I am lucky to have
living nearby; and I enjoy exercising and reading. My
favourite book, which I have not actually read for a long
time, is Man and Boy by Tony Parsons, which made me
laugh and cry in equal measures. I feel my purpose here at
Crowmarsh is to ensure children feel safe and happy so
they are ready to learn, and to support and encourage
them to reach their full potential.
Mrs Beckett
After working in the fast paced atmosphere of a marketing
agency in London, I decided to come back to my roots and
a much quieter life in
Wallingford, where I
changed my career
completely to work in
education. I am lucky
enough to have been
working as a Teaching
Assistant at Crowmarsh
for 5 years now, and
have worked with
different classes across the school. I feel my purpose here
at Crowmarsh is to nurture, support and encourage
children during their primary school journey.
In my own time, when I am not spending it with family
and friends, I particularly enjoy getting stuck into a really
good book. I have read so many brilliant books, but the
one that really stands out for me, with its emotional
roller-coaster ride, is The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara
Kingsolver – a definite must read!

Mrs Scott
Hello, I am Mrs Scott, I joined Crowmarsh Gifford
Primary School six years ago as a Teaching Assistant
in Class 2. I also began teaching PE across the school
a few years later.
Two years ago, I
moved to Class 3. I
became so inspired
by my Crowmarsh
colleagues that I
embarked on an onthe-job teacher
training last year. I
am absolutely loving
this opportunity and have never looked back! Class
3 is such a fabulous year to work in. The children
have just moved into key stage 2 and starting to
become a little more independent and mature.
Before this I was a Business Coach and Training
Manager, prior to that I worked in Human
Resources, Higher Education for 8 years. My
purpose has always been to help people grow and
develop – it used to be adults and now I am lucky
enough to teach and support your children.
When I’m not in work I love spending time with my
family and friends. I have two girls who are now
both in Secondary School and growing up fast. We
have a caravan and boats enjoying ‘taking a break
from it all’ as often as we can.
I am currently reading Sarah Winman’s A Year of
Marvellous Ways. I have so many favourite
children’s books but my particular favourites are
The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse by Charlie
Mackesy and Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae.

Going Out From Home…
FREE Online Science Shows! Glasgow
Science on the Sofa! Fun for Half Term
Check out:
http://www.glasgowsciencefestival.org.uk

FREE Family Cooking
How to Eat Your Pumpkin https://www.hubbub.org.uk/eat-yourpumpkin

